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To the improvement of the human mind: 
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As various are the tastes of men, 
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AGENTS. 


The foilowing Brethren, are humbly requefted te 
ferve as agents, in the diftribution of this work ; and in 
the collections and returns of the monies due quarterly, 
for the fame. 

Marcellus—Parley E. Howe. 
Camillus—Gideon Willcoxen Efg. P. Maller. 
Manlius—Rev. Jenkens Shearman. 
Nelfon—Ezekiel Williams. | 
Eaton—Rufus Eldrid. 

Sherburne—John Guthry. 
Hamilton—Rev. Nath’l. Stacy. 
Madifon—Rev. Seth Jones. 

Whiteltown John French. 
Litchfield Rev. William Underwood. 
Homer—Col. Mofes Hopkins. 
Deruyter—Ira Gage, 

Richheld—IlIvory Holland. 

Otfego—— Ambrofe Clark. 

Floyd Rev. Stephen R. Smith. 
Unadilla Rev. Edwin Ferris. 
Bainbridge— Revs Udney H. Jacob. 
Scipio—Rev. David Gilfon. 

Virgil Rev. Archelus Green. 
Broadalbin—Doddrige Smith, P. Matter. 
Greenfield Cornelius G. Parfon. 
Daanby—— Dr. Lewis Beers, P, Matter. 
jericho—Dr. William Koap. 
Alexander——Jofeph Rix. 

Leroy--— Elia Smith Efg. 

Riga — Thomas Gay. 
Benton——Reuben Gage. 
Canandaigua—Rev. Calvin Morton. 
Pheipltown—Rev. William Baker. 
Perry—Jabez Ball. 

Middlebury—John F. Cary. 




















Many other Gentlemen will be defired io free as Agents, 


whofeNames Ihave not room to infert, 
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AN 
INTERCESSION, 


VOUCHSAFE thine aid, Almighty Parenti»of the 
Univerfe—grant that thy bleffing might attend thife 
prefent undertaking—may wifdom and ftrength fup- 
port the work; and beauty adorn the performance 
thereof. That ‘Wapatey and fuperftition might hide 
their baneful heads; and flee before the funfhine of 
truth, like the white mit of the valley before the mon. 
erch of the day. Grant that the words of thy king- 
dom might be fpread far and wide; that the truth 
might ran and be glorified. May the trump of falva- 
tion be blown in every land ; andthe good news of 
falvation reach the remoteit regions; yea, the moft be- 
nighted corners of the earth, bringing the healing ‘bal- 
fam of life ; and reftoring to a flate of immortal felici- 
ty, each forlorn finner. O that tranfgreffions might 
ceafe—that death might be {wallowed up in viGtory, and 
tears wiped from all ig : grant thou benign Parent 
of Heaven and earth, that Zion’s watchmen might fee 
eye toeye ; that the middie walls of partition which 
now exift between them, might fall like the walls of 
Jericho, no more to rife ; and all who profefs to be. 
lieve in the Lamb that was flain for the fine of the peo. 
ple, join heart and hand in their travels to the city of im: 
mortal reft. Roll on the time, great Parent, when 
there fhall be no more faid know ye the Lord; bug 
when all fhall be taught of God, and know thee from 
the leaft unto the greateft, whom to know is life efer- 
nal. ay all party names be done away—brotherly 
love prevail, and every mora! and -focial virtue cement 
us. May the kingdoms of this world, become th 
kingdoms of our Dal & of his Chrift ; & the gloriows 
Meffiah reign from fea to fea, and from the rivers unto 
the ends of th e earth. OC hatten the happy era, wh eit 
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4 NEBUCHADNEZZAR’s 


ther, (having accomplifhed the grand work committed 
to his truft) and he himfelf become fubje€t unto him 
that did put all things under him, that God might he 
all in all. 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR’s DREAM 


OF THE 


GREAT EMPIRES. 


NEBUCHADNEZ2ZAR’S dream was Of a 
sreat image. This great image, whose 
brightness was excellent, stood belore him, 
and the form thereof was terrible. 

Besides this image, Nebuchadnezzar saw 
<< till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet that 
were ofiron and clay, and brake them to 
pieces: ‘hen was the iron, the clay, the 
brass, the silver and the gold broken to 
pieces together, and became like the chaff of 
the threshing floors, and the wind carried 
them away, that no place was found for 
them ; and the stone that smote the image 
became a great mountain, and filled the 
wholeearth’? : Which is thus interpreted and 
explained by Daniel. ‘* And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 


















DREAM. 5 


kingdom, which shall never be destroyed ; 

and the kingdom’ shall not be left to other 

people, but it shall break in pieces, and 

consume all these kingdoms, & it shall stand 

forever : Forasmuch as thou sawest that the 

stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it break in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, the silver and the gold.” 

They who maintain that the fourth kingdom 
was the kingdoms of the Seleucide and of 
the Lagide, do, many of them, maintain 
likewise that this fifth kingdom was the Ro- 
man. But how can these characters agree 
with the Roman empire ? How was the Ro- 
man empire cut out of the mountain with.. 
out hands, or formed without human force 
and human policy? How was the Roman 
empire of God’s erection more than any of 
the former kingdoms ? How can the Roman 
empire which is left to other people, be said 
not to be left to other people, and how can 
that which is broken in_ pieces, be said to 
stand forever ? 

This description can with propriety only 
be understood, as the ancients understood 
it, of the kingdom of Christ. ‘* And in the 
days of these kings,’ that is in the days of 
some them. <As‘* in the days when the 
judges ruled’? signifies in the days when 
some of the judges ruled ; so’in the days of 








. 








6 TEBUCHADNEZZAR’s 


these kings signifies in the days of some. of 
these kingdoms ; and it must be during the 
days of the last of them, because. they are 
reckoned four in succession, and conse- 
quently this must be the fifth kingdom. Ac. 
cordingly the kingdom of Christ was set up 
during the days “of the last of these king- 
doms, that is the Roman. ‘The stone was 
totally a different thing from the image, and 
the kin: edom of Christ is totally different 
from the kingdoms of this w orld. « The 
stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands,’’ as our heavenly body is said to be 
“ g building of ‘Go. d, an house not made with 
bands;’? that is spiritual, as the phrase is 
used in of her places. spe gh 58. com- 
pared ‘w ‘th John 11.21. See also Coloss, 
i]. 11.) ‘Phis the fathers generally apply 
to Christ himself, who was miraculously 
born of a virgin without the concurrence of 
aman: but it should rather be understood 
of the kingdom of Christ, which was form- 
ed out of the Roman empire, not by num. 
ber of hands, or strength of armies, but 
without human means, and the virtue ofse. 
cond causes. ‘This kingdom was set up by 
the God of | reaven; and from hence the 
nhrase of the bination of heaven came to 
sigmily the kingdom of the Messiah ; and 
<o it was used and understood by the Jews, 


~~ 


. 


, = = J eh lUCULttlC Mm, CUP lll CUO. OS 


ti. AD 7 ott os ry if 


ae 


~~ 


ince J tad @ 


on 











DREAM. " 


and so it is applied by our Saviour in the 
the New ‘Testament. Other kingdoms 
were raised by human ambition and world- 
ly power; but this was the work’not of 
man but of God ; this was truly as~it is 
called the kingdom of heaven, and a king- 
dom not of this world ; its laws, its powers 
were all divine. ‘This kingdom was never 
to be destroyed, as the Babylonian, the 
Persian, and the Macedonian empires have 
been, and in great measure also the Roman. 
This kingdom was to break in pieces and 
consume all the kingdoms, to spread and 
enlarge itself, so that it should comprehend 


within itself all the former kingdoms, ‘This - 


kingdom was to fill the whole earth, to be- 
come universal, and to stand forever. 

As the fourth kingdom or the Roman 
empire was represented in a twofold state, 
first strong and flourishing with legs of iron, 
and then weakened and divided with feet 
and toes part of jron and part of clav; sa 
this fifth kingdom or the kingdom of Christ 
is described likewise in ‘two states, whieh 
Mr. Mede rightly distinguisheth by the 
names of reenum lapidis the kingdom of the 
stone, and regnum, montis the kingdom of 
the mountain ; the first when the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, the 
second when it became itself a mountain, 
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and filled the whole earth. <‘* The stone 
was cut outof the mountain without hands,” 
the kingdom of Christ was first set up, 
while the Roman empire was in its full 
strength with legs ofiron. The Roman em. 
pire was afterwards divided into ten lesser 
kingdoms, the remains of which are subsist- 
ing at present. ‘The image ts still standing 
upon his feet and toes of iron and clay ; the 
kingdoin of Christ 1s yet a stone of stum- 
bling and arock of offence : but the stone 
will one day smite the image upon the feet 
and toes, and destroy it utterly, and will it- 
self become a great mountain and fill the 
whole earth ; or in other words “ the king- 
doms of this world shall become the king. 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign forever and ever.” We have 
therefore seen the kingdom of the stone, but 
we have not yet seen the kingdom of the 
mountain. Some parts of this prophecy 
still remain to be fulfilled ; but the exact 
completion of the other parts will not suffer 
us to doubt of the accomplishment of the 
rest also in due season. NEwTon, 
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NOTES ON THE PARABLES 


OF THE 





NEW-TESTAMENT. 


Matth. CHAP viii. verfes 13, 14. 


** Enter ye in at the firait gate ; for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way. that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat : Because ftrait is the gait, 
aud narrow ts the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be which find si” 

By the ftrait gait, we underftand the way of life 
communicated under the law, the word frait having the 
fignification of difficult ; the word narrow is alfo ufed 
in defcribing the gate, or way of life. The way of 
life, under the law, in refpe& to difpenfation, was . 
through thofe fhadowy types made ufe of under that 
difpenfation, or in the priefthood of the law; and the 
way was fo marrow or dificult, that few, very few were 
enabled to look through the figures of the law and bes 
hold Chrift ; Or if poifible to make the idea more plain, 
we fay, Chrift is the only way of lite, as he fays of 
himfelf, * lam the way,” &c. And although it may 
feem difagreeable to a chriftian who has been taughg 
the unbounded grace of the Saviour, and viewed him as 
a place of broad rivers, to tell him that this fame Jefus 
was narrow, life difficult to be obtained by him, &c. 5 
yet, when we confider that the chriftian of the prefent 
day enj ys thofe things which many prophets long de. 
fired but obtained not, and that thofe who had the 
brighteft ideas of the Saviour, under the law, faw him, 
in refpeét to the prefent difpenfation, through a glafs, 
and that aa darkly as. thofe who now believe they view 











we NOTES on 






him in his glory which te be rev 
come, it will not feem unjuft t6 repréfent the Saviour, 
under the law, asa /Prait, difficult and nafrow way. 

On the other hand, it is juft to reprefent the way of 
death, which leadeth to deftruction, broad, in the fame 
proportion as the way of Jife is narrow; obferving at 
the fame time, that the reprefentations are under the 
fame difpenfations. But what is meant in the text, by 
the way and gate which leadeth to deftruction ? An- 
swer, if Chrift the heavenly man is the way of life, it is 
evident that the earthly man is the way to deftruction 
and though the Jews, generally fpeaking, looked for 
falvation by the works of the carnal or old man, and 
though that way feemed right to them, the cnd thereof 
was death to the many who fought falvation in that 
way. And though many inthe prefent day may be as 
wacireumcifed in heart aad ears as the unbelieving Jews, 
and may boaft of their hard earned righteoufnefs, and 
defpife others for the lack thereof; and all thefe things 
feem right to them; and though they may fancy 
chemfelves alive without the law, yet when the com 
mandment fhall come with divine authority on their 
minds, the end of all their righteonfnefs will be death. 
Happy is the foul that can boaft the lofs of all thefe 
things, and glory alone in the righteoufnefs of the 
great Redeemer. 


verfe 240 


* Therefore, whofoever hearcth thefe fayings of mine, ana 
doth them, I will liken him unto a wife man which built 
his houfe upon a rock.” 

The words of Chrift, to which he here undoubtedly 
refers, immediately precede thofe.which I have writ- 
ten, in which he obferves, that many might fay unto 
him, Lord, Lord, who fhould not be admitted into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but they alone fhould be admitted 


@ in the ages to 
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swho did the will of his Father who isin heaven. But 
juft before, he was {peaking of the good and bad _ trees 
and of their re{pective fruits, arguing the impofflibility 
ofa good tree bringing forth evil fruit, or a corrupt 
tree bringing forth good fruit ; and further he fays, 
every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and caft into the fire; the meaning of which | 
have elfwhere given. But we may here learn, that 
thofe who partake of the corrupt tree alone, that have 
not yet been cut down and caft into the fire as we have 
before defcribed, but are ftill laboring to eftablith a 
righteoufnefs of their own, being ignorant of the right- 
eoufnefs of God, may profefs chriftianity, and fay to 
Chrift, Lord, Lord; &c.; but thofe, and thofe alone 
who do the will of the Father, can enter into the king- 
dom of heaven ; therefore, thofe who heard the fayings 
of Chrift and did them, were likened unto a wife man 
who built his houfe upon a rock. By heu/e, I under- 
itand the ope or confidence in which the mind refts. 
By rock, 1 underftand Chrift, which idea is too evident 
to need proof. And what can compare with that wif- 
dom which teaches us to put our truft in Chrift, and 
build all our hopes of falvation on that rock of ages, 
that chief corner ftone which foolifh builders refufe ? 
He, and he only is truly wife who doth this; all other 
wifdom is from the earth, from beneath, &c. But the 


. wifdom of which I fpeak, to what fthall lLcompare it? 


**It cannot be gotten for gold, neither ‘hall filver be 
weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued 
with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx or the 
fapphire. ‘The gold and the cryital cannot equal it ; 
and the exchange of it fhall not be for jewels of fine 
gold. No mention fhall be made of coral, or of pearls ; 
for the price of wifdom is above rubies. The topaz of 
Ethiopia fhall not equal it, neither fhall it be valued 
with pure gold.” Job xxviii, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 














{2 NOTES own 
Verfe 26. 


“6 And every one that heareth thefe fayings of mine, and doth 
them not. fhallbe likened unto a foolifo man which buils 
his houfe upon the fand.”” 

As was faid in the other inftance, the howfé j is the 
Lope or confidence in which the mind refts. By the 
fand, I underftand that righteoufuefs of whieh I fpake 
in the defcription of the correpttree.- And what can 
equal the folly of man who is vile, placing his hopes 
of falvation in works of his own ! 


In verfes 25. 27. it is faid, 


“ The rains defccnded. the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon thefe houfes, and that which was 
bui/t upon a rock fell not, becaufe it was founded upon a 
rock ; but that which was built upon the faud fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” 

I fhall turn the reader to Ifaiah xxviii. beginning at 
the 16th, to the clofe of the 22d inclufive. Here ob- 
ferve, a ftone is laid in Zion for a foundation; this is 
the rock or ftone {poken of in our text 3 and it is faid 
to bea tried ftone, a precious corner ftone, and a fure 
foundation ; and that he who believeth fhould not make 
haite. Then there is an account given, of judgment 
being laid tothe line, and righteoufnefs to the plum- 
met. © This line and plumb were ufed -in laying this 
foundation in Zion, and this chief corner ftone was raif- 
ed by them: Something of the fame was communicat- 
ed to Amos, fee Amos vii. 7. ** Thus he fhewed me, 
and behold the Lord ftood upon a wall made bya 

lum -bline, with a plumb-line in his hand 3”? which 
plumb-line the Lord told -Amos he would fet i in the 
midft of his people Ifrael, and that he would pafs by 
them nomore. Note, Chrift is here meant by a*chief 
corner ftone, the fpirit of the law by a plumb-line, and 
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the whole houfe of Ifrael brought to perfec& reftitude, 
is reprefented by a wall built by a plumb-line ; and this 
is the. houfe which will endure when the ftorm fhall 
come, which is defcribed in Ifaiah xxviii, 17, &c. ** And 
the hail thall fweep away the refuge of /ies, and the 
waters fhall overflow the kiding-place. The refuge of 
lies is the fame as the houfe builded on the fand- Here 
we are taught, that nothing but that which is raifed by 
plumb and line can endure when the overflowing fcourge 
fhall come ; nothing can abide but the gold, the filver, 
and the precious ftones builded on the fure foundation. 
In verfe 20, felf righteoufnefs is defcribed thus, * For 
the bed is fhorter than that a man can ftretch himfelf 
on it; and the covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himfelf in it.”? And in verfe 22d, it is faid that there is 
“a coniumption determined upon the whole earth :”? 
When the whole earthly nature, with all its increafe, 
| fhall be deftroyed, then fhall the Aope of the Aypocrite - 
perifh, the houfe of the felf righteous fhall fall, and 
great fhall be the fall thereof. Let the queftion be 
asked among the various denoninations who profefs ) 
. ehriftianity, and cali Jefus Lord, how many rare ones can : 
| be fonnd who hear the words of Chrift and do them ? 
7 Who have obtained that wifdom whereby they are | 
taught to depend on nothing but Chrift and him cruci- 
fied ? We ought to make but one denomination of real 
chriftians, all who hear the words of Chrift and do 


; them are ofthat clafs ; and all thofe, who, trufting in 
, themfelves, vainly believe that they are rich and increaf- 
. ed in goods, mutts find their gain to be their lofs ; and 
’ may God grant that at the laitthey may find their /o/s 


to he their gaia. 


CHAP. 1x. Verfe 15. 
" And Fefus f:id unto them, Can the children of the bride- 


chamber mourn as long as the bride groom is with them ? 
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but the days will come when the bridegroom foall be tak. 

en from them, and then foall they faft.” 

The Saviour fpake thefe words to the difciplea of 
John, who asked him the reafon why his difciples did 
* aot faft, as they and the Pharifees fafled oft. 

In this part of the anfwer we fiad matter for the fol- 
lowing obfervations ; 

1. By bridegroom, I underftand Chrift himfelf. 

2. By bride, the heavenly Jerufalem, which is called 
the bride, the Lamd’s wife. 

3. By bride-chamber is intended that pavilion of 
fafety provided by grace. 

4- The children of the bride-chamber are thofe, who, 
in their underftanding, havetravelled on beyond the 
righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, have even 
Jeft John the forerunner of Jefus, and have, in reality, 
found him of whom Mofes and the prophets did write. 

5. The dear Mediator, the devoted fin offering, points 
forward to that awful period when he fhould be taken 
from all the living, die the death of deaths for man; 
when a.gloom like the fhades of night fhould be dif- 
tended over all the land; when the moft valiant of the 
bride-chamber fhould feel his courage give way, and fall 
before the dark powers of temptation ; when the de- 
monian powers of darkneis fhould feem to riot in fport 
of the Son of God, mocking the agonies of a finleds 
confecrated foul made an offering for fin ! This wasa 
time for the difciples of Jefus to fait indeed. 


Verfe 16, 


“No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old gar- 
ment 3 for that whichis putin to fil it up taketh from 
the garment, and the rent is made qorfe.”” 

Chriit continues his anfwer to the difciples of John, 
aod in this partyof his anfwer we find matter for. the 
bollowing notes : 
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i. That the law, or legal righteoufnefs which they 


were endeavoring to acquire, was a garment extremely 
































: incomplete, he reprefented by an o/d garment, worn to | 
if pieces and in need of mending. 
d 2. That the divine righteoufnefs, whereby he fhould 

fulfil the law, in which nghteoufnefs alone man could 
I. be juftified, food in comparifon to the other as new 

cloth to an old garment. 

3- Thatas a piece of new cloth put unto an‘old gar- 

d ment would take from the garment, whereby the rent 


would be made worfe; fothat thofe who fhould ufe 
f the righteoufnefs of the Lord our righteoufoefs only to 
patch thair own, mixing a little of the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift with a great deal of fafting, hamility, and righte- 
oufnefs of their own, would be in a worfe fituation thar 
whea ftanding fimply in the law character, to which 
circumftance I fhall elfewhere allude. 


Verfe 17. 

Neither do men put wew wine into old bottles : elfe the - 

bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles 
3 perifo : but they put new wine into new bottles, aad 
. both are preferved. 
] With thefe words did Jefus clofe his anfwer to the 
4 difciples of John. On this part of his anfwer we find 
, matter for the following notes : 

1. The difciples of John and the Pharifees handing 
in the law, or legal righteoufnefs, not being made new 
by faith in Chrift, are reprefented by o/d bottles. 

z. That, ftanding in that character, they were no 
more fit to receive the f{pirit of the gofpel, than old bot- 
tles were to receive new wine. 

3. That, by becoming new creatures by the all reno- 
vating power of him who faith, Behold I make all thinge 
uew, they might be prepared meet vefiels to receive the 
wine of Chrift’s kingdom even the {pirit of divine ani- 
mation which cheereth the heart of eop and man. 








6 NOTES ow 
CHAP. xu. Verfe 26 


“A bruifed reed fhall he not break, and {moaking flax Seal! 
” not guench, till he fend forth yudgment unto vidory2” 

. Matthew having given an account of fome pre. 
cautions which Chrift made ufe of in order that the peo. 
le at large might rot know him, quotes the above paf. 

ige from H{aiah as being fulfilled by Chri. See Liai. 
h, xlu.1. &c. 

The houfe of Ifrael is here reprefented by the fimili. 
tule of a bruifed reed, by which 1s meant the low condi. 
tion in wnich Chrift found it when he came. The proph. 
et looked forward from his day, and bcholding the houfe 
of Ifrael in a low ftate of fervitude, reprefented it by a 
bruiied reed, and then prophefies of the Mefitah and his 

-oming, and faid he would not break what litile ftrength 
it retained, which was then only in the fceptre of Ju- 
dah, orf if, or reed of his tribefhip, until he -had fulfil. 

led the law and made ‘it honorable, which I underftand 
by his fending forth judgment unto wictory... The -en. 
tinvance of Judah’s fceptre untt! the coming of Shiloh 
was {poken of by Jacob, fee Gen. xlix. to. It was to 
continue until Shiloh fhould come, after which it was 
broken : Rey ferve, the bruifed reed was not to be brok. 

n, nor the fmoaking flax quenched, until judgment 
was fent ‘fain unto viétory, which intimates that the 
reed would then be broken and the flex quenched.— 
Flax is extremely combuttible and quickly confumed 
by fire, and as it {mokes a little after the fire has paficd 
it before it is entirely gone, fa the houfe of Ifrael is 
reprefented as almoft the whole of its ftrength exhauf- 
€ 4, and dying like the wick of a candle after the blaze 
13 extinguithed, but that it fhould not be entirely quench- 
ed until righteoufnefs fheuld gain the vitory over fia ; 
then was Judah’s fceptre broken, and the light, ftrength 

id glory of the legal difpenfation vanifhed forever. 
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;  Werfes 43, 44, 45. 

& When the unclean [pirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
~. through dry places, feeking reft and finding none. Then 
he faith, I will return into my houfe from whence I came 
out ; and when he is come he findeth it empty, { wept, and 
garnifoed.- Then goeth he, and taketh with himfelf fev- 
en other [pirits more wicked than himfelf, and they enter 
in and dwell there: and the laf? flate of that man is 
worfe than the firft. Even fo fhall it be alfo unto this 
wicked generation..”” 

t. Our Saviour in the above paflage reprefents the 
then prefent generation of the houfe of Ifrael by a man 
who had an_ unclean fpirit. 

2. He fhows that the unclean {pirit which they were 

offefied of, at his coming would feem to be caft out, 
28 that feven evil fpirits would fucceed and fiand in the 
room of one. 

3. He thows that, that generation would not ficd th 
reit which remaineth forthe people of Gon, on ac- ° 
count of their unbelief. 

4. He fhows that they would enter into the old 
houfe of the law. or covenant of works, which they 
would find firft empty, as Chrift.informed them that 
their 4ou/e fhould be left unto them defolate, &c 

5. Swept and garnithed, that 1s, made ready for their 
entrance ; as they were not acquainted with the gofpel, 
they would attempt fafety in the covenant of works, in 
which fituation they are worfe than before, feven times ; 
which circumitance will be particularly defcribed in 
notes on Luke xvi. lait paragraph. 


~~ 


CHAP. xiti.. Verles 24525, 26, 27, 28, 29; 30. 
“© Another parable put he forth unto them, fayiug, The 
kingdom of heavenpis likened unto a man which fowed 
good feed in his field ; but while men flept, his enemy 
éame and fowedtares among ihe wheat, and went bs 
soay. Dut when the blade was {prung up, and brough 
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rs NOTES, &c. 


forth fruit, then appeared the tares alfo. So the fer- 
vants of the houfeholder came, and faid unto him, Sir, 
dit not thou fow good feed in thy field? fiom whenee 
then hath ittares? He [aid unto them, Am enemy hath 
done this. The fervant faid unto him, Wilt thou then 
thit we go and gather them up ? But he faid Nay 5 left 
while ye gather up the tares ye root up alfo the wheat 
with them. Let both grow together until the harweft, 
and in the time of harveft I will fayto the reapers, Gas 
ther ye together firft the tares, and bind them in buadies 
io burnithem: but gather the wheat into my barn.” 
‘The reader, by caiting an eye onthe preceding paras 
graphs of this chapter, will find the above text intro- 
duced by an explanation of a preceding parable, in 
which a fower is reprefented fowing his feed ; the feed 
falling in different fituations and on different grounds, 
&c. Different effects were the confequence, as is 
fhown inthe accurate explanation. Chrilt then gocs 
on to give further intimations of what wonld happen, or 
come to pafs, likeving his kingdom, in the gofpel dif- 
penfation, as follows: ift Himfelf a fower of good 
feed. - 2d. ‘The word of the kingdem, By good feed that 
was fown, 34. Manto whom the gofoel was preached, 
by . held, whofe owner is Chrift. 4th. He forefheweth 
4 declenfion in the religion which he was introducing, 
even a ftate of careleffnefs and inattention, by men 


Peeping. sth. The introdution of falfe doétrines into 


the church, is fignified by an enemy’s fowing tares a- 
mong wheat. 6th. He fhows that faifehood would be 
mixed with truth, in the unteritanding of chriltians, by 
the tares appearing among the wheat. 9th. The defire 
of profeffirs of purging falfe ideas and notions out of 
the church, is reprefented by fervants asking leave to 
gather tares from among wheat. 8ih. The unskilful- 
nefs of thofe profeff rs, even all of thofe who vainly im- 
agine themfelves capable of purging Chriftendom of 
errors, is fhuwn io the anfwerto the fervants, ** Nay ; 
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feft while ye gather up the tares, ye root up alfothe 
wheat withthem,’”” oth. That it was the will of the 
Saviour that falfe doctrines fhould be imbibed until their 
fruits fhould come to maturity, is fhown in that he 
faith, ** Let both grow together until the time of har- 
velt.”” 1oth. The clofe of the mediatorial kingdom is 
reprefented by aharveit, or, {as in the explanation of 
this parable by Chrilt himfelf) the end of the world ; 
the word world having the fame fignilication as that of 
kingcom inthe text. ith. An all glorious manifefta- 
tion of the gofpel of reconciliation in Ks divine purity 
through the miniltry of the fervants of the Lord, ie re- 
prefented by reapers fent forth, which reapers, or an- 
gels, (as in the explanation) Genify to us the faithful 
laborers whom the Lord of the harveft will fend forth 
into his plenteous harveft. I view them by an eye of 
faith ; my eyes are greatly fatisfied, and my heart !eap- 
eth for j y: Omy Gop, make me more like them. 
Lhe time is coming, when the Lord will make his an- 
gels meficngers, and his min,fters a flaming fire indeed ; 
when Zion’s watchman fhall fee eye to eye; and to 
them fhall be given power to bind errors with the ftrong 
cords of argument, and burn it with the fervent fire of 
divine truth & love ; & to gather the glorious truths & 
promifes of the gofpel into a fafe fituation, feevre from 
being any more adulterated with falfhood ; which is 
reprefented by wheat gathered into the barn feparated 
from tares. 





THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF CEOMETRY. 


From this theme we proceed to illustrate 
the moral advantages of Geometry ; a-sub- 
ject on. which the following ebservations 
may not be unacceptabie : 
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Geometry, the first and noblest of scien- 
ces, is the bafis on which the superstructure 
of masonry is erected. By geometry, we 
may curiously trace nature, through her va- 
rious windings, to her most concealed re- 
cesses. By it we discover the power, the 
wisdom, and the goodness, of the Grand 
Artificer of the Universe, and view with 
delight the proportions which connect this 
vaft machine. By it we discover how the 
planets move in their different orbits, and 
demonstrate their various revolutions. By 
it we account for the return of seasons, and 
the variety of scenes which each season dis- 
plays to the discerning eye. Numberless 
worlds are around us, all framed by the 
same Divine Artist, which roll through the 
vast expanse, and are ali conducted by the 
same unerring laws of nature. - 


MORAL REFLECTIONS. 


The holy spint is an antidote against se- 
ven poisons: It is wisdom against folly ; 
quickness of apprehension against dulness ; 
faithfulness of memory against forgetful- 
ness ; fortitude against fear 3 knowledge 2- 
Gamst- ignorance ; piety against profane- 
ness ; and humility against pride. 

“Fhe world has nothing solid, nothing 
durable; it is only a fashion, and a fashion 
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HISTORY or JERUSALEM. ot 


which passeth away. Yes, the tencerest 
friendships end. Honors are specious titles, 

which time effaces. Pleasures are amuse- 
ments, which leave only a lasting and pain- 
ful repentance. Riches are torn from us by 
the violence of men, or escape us by their 
instability. Grandeurs moulder away of 
themselves. Glory andreputation at length 
jose themselves in the abysses of an eternal 
oblivion. So rolls the torrent of this world, 
whatever pains are taken to stopit. Every 
thing is carried away by a rapid train of 
passing moment, and by continual revolu- 
tions we arrive, frequently without thinking 
ofit, at that fatal point, where time finishes, 
and eternity begins. 

It is better to have a good-conscience and 
be poor, than a bad one and be rich; fora 
suilty conscience who can bear? 

An inviolable fidelity, good humour, and 
complacency of temper, in a wife, outlives 
all the charms of a fine face, and make the 
decays of it invifible. 





HISTORY or JERUSALEM. 


JERUSALEM, an ancient and famous town of Afia, 
formerly capital of Judea, after David had conquered 
the Jebufites. It was taken by Nebuchadnezzar ia the 
eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, and the Jews 
were led captive to Babylon. It was sktermard taken 
by the Romans, and ruined, together with the Temple, 
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22 HISTORY or JERUSALEM. 


70 years after the birth of Chrift, being one of moft re. 
markable fieges in hiftory. Theemperor Adrian built 
a new city, near the ruins of ancient ferufalem. It was 
taken by the Perfians in 614, and by the Saracens in 
636. In 1099 it was re-taken by the Crufaders, who 
founded a new kingdom which lafted 88 years, under 
kings. Saladin, king of Egypt and Syria, got poi- 
feflion of it in 1187. The Turks drove away the Sara. 
Saracens in 1217, have kept poficflion of it ever fiance, 
and callit Hereons, that is, The Holy City- It is 
now inhabited by Turke, Arabs, Jews, and Chriftians, 
Tt ftands on a high rock, with fteep afcents on every 
fide, except tothe North. It is almoft furrounded 
with vallies encompaffed with mountains, fo that it 
feems to ftand in the middle of an amphitheatre. It is 
about three miles in circumference, and includes Mount- 
Calvary, which was formerly without the walls. The 
only thing which renders it confiderable is the great re- 
fort of pilgrims, for the inhabitants accommodate them 
with lodgings and provifions, which is their chief bufi- 
nefs. A bafhaw, with a guard of Janiffaries, always 
refide here, to prote& them from the infults of the A. 
rabs. The church of the Holy Sepulchre, which the 
pilgrims chiefly come to vifit, is a large ftruture, with 
a round nave, which has no ligkt but what comes thro’ 
the top, like the late Pantheon at Rome. The dome is 
covered on the out fide with lead, and within with. ce-: 
dar wood. The opening of the dome is clofed witha 
net of wire, to hinder the birds from coming into the 
church. In the middle of the nave, and dire@ly under 
the opening of the dome, ts the Holy Sepulchre, which 
is placed in achape)l, whofe door is three feet high and 
two broad. It fo fmall, that it will. hold but three 
perfons ontheirknees at atime. At the entrance, on the 
right hand, is the place where our Savior’s body was laid. 
The table on which he was faid to have been laid at firft, 
is two feet and a half high from the pavement, which is 
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HISTORY or JERUSALEM. 13 


now covered with white marble, becaufe the Chriftians 
who came to vifit it were all for carrying away a {mall 
bit. This chapel is cut out of the rock, and there are 
three holes in the roof, to let out the {moke of the 
lamps, which are forty-four in number, and always 
kept lighted. The whole is covered with white mar- 
ble, both within and without; and on the outfide there 
are ten fine columns ofthe fame. It is covered with a 
platform, the middle of which is exa€tly above the three 
holes, and forms a {mall dome, fix feet it height, cover- 
ed with lead and fupported with twelve columns of 
porphyry, placed by pairs onthe platform, and fo mak- 
ing fix arches, having three lamps under each. Before 
the gate of the fepulchre is a filver lamp, fo large, that 
two men cannot fathom it. Every year, on Good- 
Friday, all the parts of our Saviour’s paflion are folem- 
nized and aéted here. They have firft a fermon, and 
then every one takes alighted taper in his hand, with 
cracifixes, &c. to begin the proceflion. Among the 
crucifixes is one as large as life, being crowned with 
thorns, and befmeared with blood. They vifit firft the 
pillar of flagellation ; next the prifon ; afterward the 
altar of the divifion of Chrift?s garments ; then they 
advance to the chapel of derifion, and thence to Mount 
Calvary, leaving their fhoes at the bottom of the ftairs. 
Here are two altars; one where our Lord was fup- 
pofed to be. nailed to the crofe ; and another where it 
was erected, and where they fet up the crucified image, 
which finifhes the ceremony : only they pull out the 
nails, take down the body, and wrap it in a winding- 
lheet. Jerufalem ie 112 miles S, W. of Demafcus, and 
45 from the Mediterranean Sea. Lon. 35. 25. E. lat. 
31. 55. N. 


Brooxs’ Gaz. 


THE fabferiders are hereby informed, that it is 
thought expedient to omit the publication of the Dar= 
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ticular tenets of each denomination, on the account: ae 
jalice cannot be done them in a Y work of this fize. 


For the Cupistian MEssENGER, 
THE DUTY OF MASONS. 


WHEN from the east the light i 1S, bons 
Pree-masons shield the naked sword ». 
No glitt’ring: dart; nor winged: steel, - : 
A brothet’s heart shail wreaking fel. 
But love. and friendship all divine, ae 
Shail.mark your conduct in-each clime ; 
No brother bleeding in: his gore; 
Shall lwék while you’ve eneugh: in store. 

The widow, and the fathefiess, 

Shall be your care ifin distress ; 

And all withoutyexception, find, , 

A frievd that’s boantifukand kindle 
‘Thus fromthe surfdde tothe sky, 

Aad. to earth’s centre y du'matist fly ; 
Brom north to south, from cast: to west, 
Thy charity should be exprese’d. 

With’ freedom, fervency“and {ztal, 

Your Master serve wichedae appeal: ; 
Abstaining from each sinful thought, 
Within life’s circle gently walk. 

‘Phe Hor y-Brsx2z.as, we’re.tolds: .* 
Was handed down from Gop of oldis 
Three steps supporting just and free, 

PaitH,. HOPzE.and sacred GHARITY. 
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